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“Every single one of the big existential challenges we face in
this century calls for better science, to 1dentify the problems,
and better technology, to 1dentify the solutions. But the science
won’t get done, and the solutions won’t get implemented, unless
the general public is part of the process. And to be involved in a
meaningful way, citizens need accurate information. That’s
where science and technology writers come in.”

-- Wade Roush, MIT Program in Science, Technology,
and Society






What | actually do...


















Sixty years ago, Artificial Intelligence - "Al" - was in its infancy. Now it promises to transform our
world beyond recognition. Dan Falk explores the new promise and peril of intelligent machines.






Shameless plug:

BookLab
The only podcast that reviews the latest science books!

booklabpodcast.com K3 facebook.com/booklabpodcast
soundcloud.com/booklab @booklabpodcast
also on iTunes
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New(ish) kids on the block:

Nautilus *
Quanta
Mental Floss
NBC MACH
Space.com









Things that can go wrong...



























Let’s talk about the great macaroni and cheese scare of 2017...
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Toxic Industrial Chemicals Found in 10 Types of Macaroni and
Cheese Powders


















It’s not just macaroni: This phenomenon -- the wacky/
shocking thing, followed by a skeptical debunking of the
wacky/shocking thing — is now commonplace.










































“I want to be sure I've got this right — | better
call a Nobel Laureate...”






By the way, “fake news” isn’t new...



The Great Moon Hoax
(1835)

The New York Sun
newspaper

<— Aug. 21
Aug. 25
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This was the headline on the first article:

GREAT ASTRONOMICAL DISCOVERIES
LATELY MADE
BY SIR JOHN HERSCHEL, L.L.D. FR.S. &c.
At the Cape of Good Hope
[From Supplement to the Edinburgh Journal of Science]

Sir John Herschel

astronomer and natural philosopher
(1792-1871)
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This was the headline on the first article:

GREAT ASTRONOMICAL DISCOVERIES
LATELY MADE
BY SIR JOHN HERSCHEL, L.L.D. FR.S. &c.
At the Cape of Good Hope
[From Supplement to the Edinburgh Journal of Science]

Sir John Herschel

astronomer and natural philosopher
(1792-1871)

Herschel’s telescope, near
Cape Town, South Africa










Be careful with
numbers...
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Some basic writing tips:

Know your audience (How much do they know?
How much will you have to explain?)

Too much vs. too little: Avoid unnecessary detail
— but don’t omit vital information.

Use the active voice when possible.

Be conversational (but within limits: “breezy” might be too far...)
Remember the basics: Subject / verb agreement; stick to one tense
Paragraphs are building blocks for assembling your story.

The more you write, the better you’ll get at it.


















Let’s take a look at some of your abstracts...

(don’t panic; I’'m going to say good things about them © )





















Thank You!
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